
Every country in the world, with the exception of the United States, Burma, 
and Liberia, use the metric system. Leaders in science, politics, and industry 
have been trying to convince the U.S. government to make laws that require U.S. 
schools and businesses to adopt the metric system. However, the United 
States continues to resist. The time has come for change! 

Why bother learning the metric system? Other than an occasional 2-liter bottle 
of soda, when do we ever use the metric system? The speed limit for cars driving 
in your neighborhood is 35 miles per hour. You get a quarter-pounder at 

McDonalds. The temperature for a hot day in July is 90 degrees Fahrenheit. 
The current system is easy enough, so why bother learning a new one?  

See the timeline of important events 
in the metrication movement. What 
do you think of the pace of change? 
Do you think it is necessary for the 
U.S. to change at all?

POINT

counterPOINT

1780 1840 1860 1880 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 202018201800

1799   
France adopts the metric 

system because it fits well with 
the principles of the French 

Revolution.

1866   
The U.S. government authorizes the use of 
the metric system, making it illegal for any 

business to deny products or services based 
on the use of the metric system.

1893   
Officials in U.S. government 
make first attempt to move 
toward the metric system in 

order to have a system similar to 
other countries.

1975   
The U.S. congress passes the Metric 
Conversion Act. This law makes the 

metric system the preferred system of 
U.S. schools, which are encouraged to 

teach using the metric system.

1982   
U.S. government stops spending 
money to convert the country to 

the metric system.

1970   
Pepsi begins 

selling soda in 
a 2-liter bottle.

2005   
The United States, Burma, 

and Liberia are the only 
three countries in the 

world that do not officially 
use the metric system.

1999   
NASA’s Mars Climate Orbiter 
burns up in space because 

some of the ground 
software uses customary 
units instead of metric. 

2018 SERP Science Generation U1 

Should Americans bother with metric?
Units & Systems


